World Religions' Summit: Interfaith Leaders in the G8 Nations 
+ Bishop Jon Anderson
I was asked to represent the ELCA at this interfaith gathering in Winnipeg on June 21-23 by our presiding bishop. 

As I have prepared for the meeting, I have been reminded of Luther’s wisdom that sin is getting turned in on one’s self.  One in six people on this planet live in profound food insecurity.  That means over a billion people do not have enough to eat each day and are not sure where the food they will eat tomorrow will come from.  In my life it is easy to forget about such realities. 

Preparing for this gathering has been helpful.  I have learned more about the exciting work being done around the world and particularly in Africa to reduce poverty and diseases by the global community, by our country and others. The strategies being used and the resources being invested are changing people’s lives for the better.  

This gathering is related to the G8/G20 meetings of key economic leaders from around the world in Canada this summer. The gathering will provide an opportunity to learn more about the challenges facing people in other parts of our world. Part of the work will be visiting with religious leaders from around the world, who in spite of faith differences, share a concern for those who are poor, caring for the earth and building a peaceful future.  I trust that this interfaith experience will also deepen my capacity for conversation with leaders of other faith traditions and other Christian denominations.  

There will be leaders from 13 major religious traditions present.  This is the sixth summit which normally meets in the country hosting the G8 summit.  We will be working on a statement to be shared with the G8 leaders. Christian as well as other faith leaders will be speaking a word of encouragement to the G8/G20 economic leaders to continue working to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  

Here is the web page.  - http://faithchallengeg8.com/  

Here are the Millennium Development Goals. They are a reminder of how much we take for granted and the work we are called to as citizens of this world in this time. 

· Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

· Achieve Universal Primary Education

· Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

· Reduce Child Mortality

· Improve Maternal Health

· Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Other Diseases

· Ensure Environmental Sustainability

· Create a Global Partnership for Development

