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God's work Our hands.



Thanksgiving
+ Bishop Jon Anderson
I encourage you to find ways to thank God for all the blessings of your life and our life in the coming days. Watch your family and notice the gifts. Watch as you drive through your community and remember the people who are normally making it all keep going – those whose work is public and those whose work is invisible. Watch for the beauty of the winter sky, the beauty of frost as you clear your windshield in the morning, the gift of heat as it melts away the ice, the trees sleeping, and the huge piles of crops waiting to be used as feed or to create fuel. Watch the dance of laughter and deep conversation with your friends around the table, among strangers in the fast food restaurants and notice the gifts that surround us in abundance. It is stunning when I take time to notice and lift my eyes from the do-list that binds me as badly as the television advertisement wrap me up with the notion that I would be happier if I just had more. 

I love psalms of thanksgiving and praise. I am deep in the book of Psalms these days in my journey through the Bible this year. Today was Psalm 121 – 125. Just take some time to let the hymns of praise touch you…you will find yourself wanting to join in praising our God who we can trust and who is more faithful than any of us or the church that we love. 

Life is full of sorrows and losses. Life is also full of joy and gifts. I pray that you will have more of the latter and less of the former in your life in these days, but we remember the promise, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

In the end, we know the deepest truth in Christ Jesus our Lord and him crucified.  Our God is a God of grace who will go to all lengths to save us…redeem us from our sin…and bring healing and wholeness to our life and our lives. Oh…that tops all the other wonders of life. God is for us.  God is with us. Our God is a graceful God. I am thankful. 
