Linden’s Lutheran Church’s Closing Service
+ Bishop Jon Anderson
Speaking of gratitude, we all join with God to give thanks for the life of Linden Lutheran of rural Hanska.  

Here is a clip from my inadequate phone video camera that captures the final moments of their closing service:  http://s752.photobucket.com/albums/xx166/Jonvanderson/?action=view&current=07919a46-761d-45b1-90ef-89cec470acf0.mp4
Our sisters and brothers in Christ at Linden served God and their mission field for 151 years. I find these services to be among the saddest, poignant, beautiful and powerful of my ministry in this office. Saying goodbye to Linden Lutheran of Hanska was something different for me because I know so many people from my days of ministry in New Ulm. I wish I had this entire closing song captured. 

Celtic song called "The Parting Hand."  The words are beautiful and go like this:

My Christian friends, in bonds of love,

    Whose hearts in sweetest union join,

    Your friendship's like a drawing band,

    Yet we must take the parting hand.

Your company's sweet, your union dear,

    Your words delightful to my ear,

    Yet when I see that we must part,

    You draw like cords around my heart.

How sweet the hours have passed away,

    Since we have met to sing and pray;

    How loath we are to leave the place

    Where Jesus shows his smiling face.

O could I stay with friends so kind,

    How would it cheer my drooping mind!

    But duty makes me understand,

    That we must take the parting hand,

How oft I've seen your flowing tears,

    And heard you tell your hopes and fears!

    Your hearts with love were seen to flame,

    Which makes me hope we'll meet again.

Your company's sweet, your union dear,

    Your words delightful to my ear,

    Yet when I see that we must part,

    You draw like cords around my heart.

To hear the whole thing listen to this YouTube video Pr. Pari Bailey pointed me to. She shared this.  The song is called "The Parting Hand" and is traditionally sung at the end of Shape-Note/Sacred Harp Sings all over the world. I'm surprised to find it out here, but it's gorgeous and fitting for the occasion. Here's a link: http://www.facebook.com/l/72d23;www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVZkotm_5HU"
