Using the “E” word
By Pr. Larry Strenge, Director for Evangelical Mission

In the opening lines of, “Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism,” the author Martha Grace Reese (MGR) tells a story of the Boston Red Sox “breaking the curse” and winning major league baseball’s “World Series” in 1984 after 86 years of failure to achieve this milestone.  She uses this illustration to speak about the hope of this book, “This book is about breaking the curse. It’s about untying the knots that keep us from living exciting lives in the Spirit. It’s about unbinding the Good News that God adores us and everyone else that God has shown this to us through Jesus Christ. This is a book that is unabashedly about evangelism, faith sharing.”

I want to invite a few of you to read this book with me and have a conversation with MGR. The book will take you deeply into the heart of evangelism being about three things: 1) Evangelism arises out of a healthy relationship with God; 2) Great evangelism exists in churches all along the theological spectrum; 3) People who learn to share their faith say evangelism changes lives—theirs included!
I am looking for 10-15 rostered leaders who would like to read this book with me in the next three weeks—it’s a FAST 145 page read—and then have a conversation with MGR in a conference call on Tuesday, November 2, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. (1 hour).  If you are interested get back to me and I’ll send you further information about getting a copy of the book.  You’ll also need to read some of MGR’s research that I will send you, a summary of her findings from the Mainline Evangelism Report done with the Lilly Foundation.
Interested?  Send an email to: larry.strenge@elca.org or call me at the synod office.

