February 10, 2011

 

Dear Pastors, Musicians, and Congregational Leaders of Southwestern Minnesota,

Worship is the most public act of our congregations. It is also the life and nourishment of the body of Christ. As fellow worship leaders, we recognize and affirm the important calling we each have. We also thank you for faithfully serving your congregations in this capacity. It is our desire as “Partners in Evangelical Worship” (PEW) to serve and support you however we can, including facilitating an ongoing conversation where we can share beliefs, challenges, and ideas regarding ongoing worship renewal in our church.  

 In order to start this dialogue, let us introduce ourselves.  I am Pastor Jay Grave and I serve Big Bend Lutheran Church in rural Milan, MN as well as one of the Interim Assisting Synodical Ministers. I am Carol Meier and I serve as music director at Eagle Lake Lutheran Church, just north of Willmar, MN. 
 Having introduced ourselves, now we would like to hear from you.  Would you be willing to take 5 minutes (or less) and fill out this brief online survey?  We are hoping to gain a broader understanding of the practices surrounding worship within our synod.  

 https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dExZOC1LTVNiOHdIeEZYVmpNUkNKbFE6MQ
 It is our desire and task to invite you and your congregations into a fruitful dialogue about worship. We hope to share with you and your congregations some of the resources of the ELCA, the training we’ve received, and our own thoughts. We also hope to hear from you and learn what your insights, questions, experiences, and requests might be regarding worship renewal. We are available to you (pastors, worship leaders, congregations) as a resource for worship renewal in our synod.  Please feel free to contact us.  

Jay:  rev.jgrave@gmail.com, Big Bend Lutheran Church, 320-793-6621

Carol:  stevenandcarol@yahoo.com, Eagle Lake Lutheran Church, 320-231-3114

Additionally, we will be offering a workshop on Worship Renewal at the Synod-wide Leadership Equipping Day on Saturday, February 26th at Gloria Dei Lutheran, Redwood Falls. We’d love to begin the dialogue regarding worship with leaders in your congregation at this time. Here is a link for more information http://www.swmnelca.org/
         

Blessings,
Jay and Carol   
