 “What does the Bible and Luther’s Catechism say about Leadership?”

Biblical and Catechetical Assets for Leadership Formation, Support and Development 
1. Opening Prayer – ELW – Morning Prayer -  304
 O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
2. Special Time - Passionate Lutherans

a. Passion  - Normally our weakness  

b.  Engaging Bible

i. Read – 
ii. Interpret

c. Interested in how Church Body works – 

i. 100 people in Welcome
d. Want to talk about what we believe – 

i. Doctrine of sin, scripture, salvation, 
e. God is up to something 

i. Grow deeper in faith, hope and love….

ii. Pushed into cross of Christ Jesus

iii. Broken open for the sake of the world 

3. The Bible and the Catechism are crucial gifts as we serve as leaders in Christ’s Church. 

a.  Thanks for your leadership – What bible passage is your church built on?

b. Pick one –

i. Write down and pass in.

c. Leadership

i. Identity

ii. Context

iii. Vocation  - gifts, assets and challenges and opportunities
d. What is God up to here?  What in heaven’s name is going on here?

i. Aware of, but not focused on what in the hell is going on here.  

4. Today we want to model ways to bring Bible Study  into your work as a leader – council or committee

a. The Bible speaks in a variety of ways – One Model - Communal Discernment  - 

b. Dwelling in the Word – to read more - http://www.churchinnovations.org/06_about/dwelling.html
i. 1:27, 2:5-11

ii. What caught you

1. Listen to another

2. Report to the group

iii. Other Texts

1. Luke 10:1-12 

2. Gal. 5:13-26 

3. Matthew 28:16-20

4. Luke 4:16-20

c. Prayer  - silent prayer - formation
i. For congregation – for leaders by name in your heart – for our church body 

ii. Intervals in meeting – Every 20 minutes like we do at synod assembly
iii. Psalms – Read psalms to remind us we are God’s children and Christ’s church
iv. Have someone pick out from front of LBW for evening 

5. How are you listening to scripture in these days as you serve as a leader? 
a. Challenge you 

i. to read the Bible Daily

1. Luke – in Lent
2. Acts – in the weeks after Easter

ii. Catechism  - find, share in cong, in council and in 
1. Not as a conversation stopper but as an opener

2. Conversation Topic

6. Passionate Lutherans

a. Shy Lutheran ballot 
i. How many are new – 

ii. How many have been serving on council or have in the past

iii. How many are under 35 

1. Called by name and claimed by baptism…

2. Fed by God’s visible Word

3.  This is your watch.
7. What does the Bible say about leadership

a. Leadership – Elder Texts

i. Leaders set the tone – 

ii. Cannot control what others do….only how and who you will be
iii. Care for the congregation  

b. Faith Practices – Discipleship – Christ Followers

i. Daily Personal Prayer

ii. Daily Scripture 

iii. Study Faith – Pass on faith  

iv. Weekly Worship

v. Inviting into Jesus  

vi. Giving – Generous living in response

vii. Mentoring/ Encouraging/ Apprentice

viii. Practice forgiveness – work for reconciliation

c. Assumes that we do read scripture – like Ash Wednesday assumes  – when you give alms, when you pray, when you fast 
i. We approach the Bible in different ways

ii. Baby bird

iii. Quail

iv. Eagles

d. How do you use the Bible? 

i. Dust – Blow dust off 
1. Icon- something we believe is important but do not know or use
ii. Point and read

1. Joke -  
a. Judas hung himself – 
b. go and do likewise

iii. Encyclopedia/Dictionary

1. Proof texts

a. Duplos – build walls or build a house?
2. Use concordance or memory to find texts that serve your argument

iv. Fill in the blank

1. Someone is asking questions.

2. My job is to hunt for answers. 

3. Who is asking the questions is very important.

4. Not bad for content learning, but it does not get to the issue of “what does this mean?” the interpretation question 

v. Text book

1. Science – Teach you
a. Biology text book – learn the facts

b. Art text book – teach you how to do the art of following Christ and living faith in our gracious God

vi. Love Letters
1. Relational – God writing to you or to you all 
a. Personal/communal

vii. Devotional book

1. Read psalms –
viii. Themes – Principles

1.  Pull out principles out of midst  - 
a. little children toys – little spheres, diamonds, pull out of Bible
b. Identify principles and then apply principles 

ix. Go deep – Go Fast 

1. Read entire book in one setting – hear the whole

2. Focus on one verse for the day – Moravian Daily Texts www.moravian.org/daily_texts
x. Bible Study – led by leader – journey around  - do later

1. Focus on text, theme

e. Use of the Bible

i. Bad News - We all mis-use Bible - Conservatives, Liberals and Moderates 

ii.  Good News  - God uses the Bible
1. Even Point Method

a. Terry Frovik’s  - Suicide funeral – I don’t know the Bible.  Look – Would this one work - Transfiguration story

iii. Seek to understand and hear – need community 

iv. Love Bible enough to accept it for what it is – Library – 66 letters or writings
1. Poetry

2. History

3. Wisdom

4. Letters

5. Apocalyptic

6. Gospels – 

v. Scholarship

1. Gift – to better understand
2. Problem – if the indirect message we cannot read and receive gifts from the Bible without years of Greek and study
3. Repent  - live in conversation with scripture
f. More important  how God uses Bible

i. God uses it to speak – Living Word

1. Location in time, where we have been or are going, life stage 

ii. Changes us….

1. Law - challenge, kill, repent

2. Gospel – Promise - Comfort console promise 

iii. Lutherans – 

1. Canon within Canon 

a. Luther’s issues with James and Revelation

b. Lectio Visio – Visual an biblical texts – St. John’s Bible

i. Very powerful

ii. Also surprising how the Benedictines have a different canon of important texts in the one volume book.

2. What bears or promotes Christ

3. Christ Jesus is compass that guides our reading and interpretation  
a. Swaddling clothes are nothing else than the Holy Scripture, in which Christian trust lies wrapped; faith is described in it.  For the Old Testament contains nothing else than Christ as he is preached in the Gospel.  Luther 

b. Therefore dismiss your own opinions and think of the Scriptures as  the loftiest and noblest  of holy things, as the riches of mines which can never be sufficiently explored, in order that you may find the divine wisdom which God lays before you in such simple guise as to quench all pride.  Here you will find the swaddling clothes and manger in which Christ lies and to which the angel points the shepherds. Simply and lowly are these swaddling clothes, but dear is the treasure Christ who lies in them.   Luther
iv. Living voice of the Gospel
v. Luther - Theodidactoi – people taught by God 

8. Inside and outside conversation

a. Inside work

i. Heart and lungs

1. Repentance - Psalm 51 – as a congregation – not just as individuals

a. Not other people’s sin….your congregation’s sin

i. Quick to talk about ELCA, synod’s sin or other people’s sin

ii. Need to look at our own and our own congregation’s as well

2. Lament –  Psalm 69
a. I lament 

b. Brutal demographics 

c. Lament that we can not afford our pastor – name it instead of treating badly to get them to leave. 

3. Hope and confidence – Psalm 62

a. Staff 

b. In meeting – stop every twenty minutes and pray a psalm 

4. Surprise

a. Acts 15:1-21 

b. God’s has a mission for this world

i. God’s mission has a church

5. Not sin – throw first stone 

a. Work avoidance

b. Technical change- adaptive change

ii. Koinonia – Acts 2:42 – 37-47
1. Church is a community….not a place
a. Called  - Gathered

b. Sent  - as much as gathered – sermon on Vikings - 
2. Gal. 5 – fruit of the Spirit 

3. Eph 4:1-2 - Unity
iii. Kerygma – proclaim Good News

1. Mark 2:1-12 – Both comfort and disrupt 

a. Law and Gospel

b. Upset – house torn open 

2. Proclamation in Word and sacraments

iv. Didakai

1. Come and follow me  

2. Matthew 28:16-20

3. Luke 10:1-12 

4. Do the work of growing gracious disciples

5. Practice the faith – learn more than book learning some times
6. Doctrine is a gift from previous generations of Christians to help us as we follow Jesus – open not close conversations

v. Diakonia – Outside work 
1. Servants of God 

a. Meet God’s mission in the world – not in church

i. Focus in – focus out 

2. Acts 1:8 (6-15)

3. Ephesians 4:11-16

a. How is your equipping going?

b. Apprentice – someone who could take over if you were hit by a truck?

c. Katartismon – Greek for  equip 

i. Set the bone

ii. Mend the nets

iii. Mold the clay

iv. Teach the student

v. Assign the tasks

vi. Replace the stone 


4. 1 Cor. 9 19-23 – who are you trying to reach
a. Cultural forms  

b. Other Texts

i. Luke 5 36-39 – old and new wineskins 
ii. Ecclesiastes 3 – what time is it

9. Biblical formation

a. Personal - Living with Texts

i. Lectio Divina

ii. Daily Texts

iii. Read Through the Bible

1. Read the Gospels - 
iv. Listening

1. Ipod, cd, cassette  
v. Lectio Visio

vi. Dwelling in Word
10. Catechism – 

a. Live with it.

b. Luther’s Large Catechism

c. Written to teach faith – simple document

d. Peter his barber – a simple way to pray

i. Learn/Reflect

ii. Thank God – for how God has touched you and used you

iii. Confess

iv. Ask God to guide live out

11. 10 Commandments – God’s Expectations

a. Two Uses 

i. Civil use

ii. Crushing theological 
iii. Worry about third use – directing all  

b. preface – I am the Lord Your God 
i. What is not God?
c. You shall have no other gods

i. What gets in the way….wants the center?
ii. Prayer - Dear God let me fear no one more than you….

d. You shall not take the name of the Lord in vain

i. Curse, swear, lie or deceive
ii. Fund raising

iii. Prayer – no action – 

e. Remember Sabbath

i. Participate – set free  - 
1. get to not have 

f. Honor Fathers

i. Elders

ii. Honor not obey

iii. Who has God placed in authority over you in your life?
g. You shall not kill

i. Mouths and weapons

h. Adultery

i. Marriage ministry not just wedding ministry
i. Steal

i. Large Catechism – Business practices  

ii. Compensate fairly

j. Bear False Witness

i. Hardest commandment 
k. Covet – things

i. Buildings – neighbor’s church facility
l. Covet Relationships – 
i. Neighbor church’s  pastor or staff
12. Creed – What has God chosen to reveal to us about who God is
a. Earliest creed – Christos Kupios - Curios – Christ is Lord
b. Creation

i. Care of creation

c. Redemption

i. Jesus redeems us, not our works
d. Spirit – 
i. believe I cannot believe 

13. Prayers – How do we form our prayers
a. Our Father
b. In Heaven

c. Hallowed be thy name

d. Thy kingdom come

e. Thy will be done

f. Give us they daily bread

g. Forgive our trespasses as we forgive

h. Save us from the time of trial

i. Deliver us from evil 

j. Lead u 
14. Baptism –God has claimed us….calls us to daily repentance
a. Sign of cross 

15. Communion – God feeds us with visible Words of grace,
16. Keys

17. Morning Prayer

18. Evening Prayer 

19. What Biblical Story Are You Living – from Gil Rendle 

a.  Pr. Larry Strenge 
